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soldier? That would be horrible. I love him like a brother,
and respect him like a father."
He did more than love and respect him, he did everything
in his power to cheer his existence. The society of high
Semipalatinsk officials had welcomed with open arms this
nobleman whose face was as pure as a medallion, whose
gestures were elegant and whose clothes were impeccable.
On the day of his arrival it became known that he had a
lackey, that he had reserved a large apartment and rented
a coach, and that his salary enabled him to live on an ample
scale. The men declared gravely that he was of aristocratic
lineage and that he was destined for a brilliant career. The
ladies were charmed with him, and the young girls dreamed
that their future bridegrooms would look like him.
Wrangel tried to introduce Dostoevsky to his new ac-
quaintances. This was a ticklish undertaking. Everyone knew
that Dostoevsky had been a convict; moreover, he wore a
shabby gray uniform which marred even the most un-
pretentious gathering. The baron was told that it was nevet
advisable to be seen in the company of a former convict and
that a public prosecutor should be more careful in choosing
his friends. But Wrangel persisted and as a result of his
efforts General Spiridonov, the military governor, agreed
to receive Dostoevsky in his own house.
"All right, bring him," he said. "But let him come without
ceremony, in his undress uniform."
Spiridonov was a worthy man, cordial, generous and
hospitable. He soon recognized Feodor Mikhailovich's great
merits and asked him to come "as often as he liked." Follow-
ing the example of the highest-ranking official, all the salons
opened their doors to the former convict. Belikhov, the